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Angry Kavanaugh denies 
accusers assault account 


IN SENATE SHOWDOWN, [rump’s high court pick fights back against allegations of sexual misconduct as high schooler 


ANDREW HARNIK | POOL VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Christine Blasey Ford, a Calif. college professor, 


said she was “100 percent” sure that Supreme Court nominee Kavanaugh was the person who 
sexually assaulted her at a 1982 party while his friend watched. The hearing marked the first 
time Ford has spoken publicly about her accusation. She said it was her “civic duty” to speak up. 


From wire reports 


N AN EMOTIONAL DAY like few oth- 
ers in Senate history, California psy- 
chology professor Christine Blasey 
Ford quietly but firmly recounted with 
“100 percent” certainty Thursday that 
President Donald Trump’s nominee 
for the Supreme Court had sexually assault- 
ed her when they were teenagers -and then 
Brett Kavanaugh adamantly testified he was 
“100 percent certain” he did no such thing. 
That left senators to decide whether the 
long day tipped their confirmation votes for 
or against Trump’s nominee in a deeply parti- 
san fight with the future of the high court and 
possibly control of Congress in the balance. 
Republicans quickly scheduled a recom- 
mendation vote for this morning in the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee, where they hold an 
11-10 majority. They’re hoping for a final Sen- 
ate roll call next week, seating Kavanaugh 


See SENATE, PAGE 12 


MICHAEL REYNOLDS | POOL VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Brett Kavanaugh angrily denied 
involvement in the 1982 incident. He blamed a “calculated and coordinated political hit” to deny 
him a seat on the high court and said it was “revenge on the behalf of the Clintons.” Republicans 
are looking for Kavanaugh to cement a conservative majority on the court. 


More area schools earn 
accreditation under 
Virginia’s new system 


more By Jane Hammond 

than test Daily Press 

scores g eet 
More schools in Virginia 

The new and Hampton Roads are ac- 

system credited this year even as 

eliminates a 


student scores fell, the re- 
sult of anew rating system 
that takes factors other than 


range of partial 
accreditations 


in favor of tests into account. 

one label: Over 90 percent of Virgin- 
accredited ia schools are accredited, 

WU ccc according to data released 

conditions. by the state Department of 

The new Education on Thursday. The 


new ratings label schools as 
either “accredited” or “ac- 
credited with conditions,” 
a change from the previ- 
ous several years of using 
a range of partial accredi- 


ratings take 
into account 
drop-out rates 
and chronic 
absenteeism 
and give credit 


for growth tations or the top rating of 
made towards “fully accredited.” 

passing the Under the new system, 92 
SOL, which percent (1,683 schools) are 
is done with accredited, and 7 percent 
ascore of at (130) accredited with con- 
least 400 out ditions. That’s more than 
of 600. 


See ACCREDITATION, PAGE 4 


HAMPTON VA 
IMPROVES TO 
o-STAR RATING 


Facility that has 
struggled for years with 
cramped space and 
high patient volumes 
sheds “high-risk” rating 


PAGE 4 


Federal agency 
sues Tesla’s 
Elon Musk, 
alleging he lied 
to investors 


Page 6 


cloudy, 
a few showers 


Highs: around 80. 
Lows: near 70. 
Details on the back page 
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COURTESY OF SID TATEM 


Sid Tatem was ejected from Chesapeake’s Northwest River 
Park after drinking home-brewed kombucha, a kind of 
fermented tea that may contain trace amounts of alcohol, 


with his two grandsons. 


In Chesapeake park, 


fermented tea called a 
no-no for family outing 


By Matthew Korfhage 
The Virginian-Pilot 


For his 60th birthday last 
weekend, Sid Tatem figured 
he’d spend a nice Sunday 
with the grandkids. 

They went to visit some 
family history — his father’s 
grave in Currituck Coun- 
ty, N.C. Then the three set- 
tled in for a picnic at Ches- 
apeake’s Northwest River 
Park. 

“T thought it was good, 
clean fun,” said Tatem, who 


works in seafood distribu- 
tion. “And as far as I’m con- 
cerned, it is.” 

Chesapeake park ranger 
Michael Peters saw it dif- 
ferently. 

A bit after 4 p.m., Peters 
ejected Tatem and his grand- 
sons from the park, accord- 
ing to both Tatem and city 
officials. 

The offense? Drinking 
home-brewed kombucha. 

The fizzy, fermented tea is 


See KOMBUCHA, PAGE 8 


State deadline 
may bring end 
to Whitaker's bid 
to stay on council 


his name’s on ballot, 
but he likely can’t run 


Felons can’t vote, run for public 
office or serve on juries in 
Virginia unless the governor 
has signed an order restoring 
their rights. The councilman 
missed the deadline to have his 
case reviewed before the Nov. 6 
election, a state official says. 


By Scott Daugherty 
The Virginian-Pilot 


PORTSMOUTH 

City Councilman Mark 
Whitaker will not be able to 
get his civil rights restored 
before the November election 
because the deadline to apply 
has passed, according to the 
state official who oversees the 
process. 

That effectively nixes Whita- 
ker’s chances at re-election, 
since a judge this week sen- 
tenced him on three felony 
convictions. Under state law, 
felons who have not had their 
rights restored can not seek or 
hold public office. 

Reached by phone Thurs- 
day morning, however, Whita- 
ker - whose name will be on 
the pre-printed ballot Nov. 6 - 
said he was not ready to give 
up just yet. 


See WHITAKER, PAGE 8 


